
1    DECEMBER 3, 2013    NATIONAL PRESS CLUB, WASHINGTON, DC 



2 

9%	
  

16%	
  

3%	
  

5%	
  

5%	
  

8%	
  

22%	
  

10%	
  

9%	
  

19%	
  

Air	
  Disaster	
  

Antitrust	
  

Common	
  Disaster	
  

Contract	
  

Employment	
  Practices	
  

Intellectual	
  Property	
  

Miscellaneous	
  

Products	
  Liability	
  

Sales	
  Practices	
  

Securities	
  Source: Division of Research 
Federal Judicial Center 

Percentage of MDL Motions Made by Type 
1968 to 2008 



3 

3%	
  

16%	
  

1%	
  

4%	
  

6%	
  

7%	
  

20%	
  
4%	
  

17%	
  

9%	
  

14%	
  

Air	
  Disaster	
  

An4trust	
  

Common	
  Disaster	
  

Contract	
  

Employment	
  Prac4ces	
  

Intellectual	
  Property	
  

Miscellaneous	
  

Misc.	
  (Data	
  Breach/
Consumer	
  Privacy)	
  
Products	
  Liability	
  

Sales	
  Prac4ces	
  

Securi4es	
  Source: United States Judicial 
Panel on Multidistrict Litigation 

Percentage MDLs Granted by Type 
 2000 to 2012 



51	
  

39	
  

31	
  

55	
  

43	
  
47	
  

54	
  
58	
  

85	
  
83	
  

35	
  

55	
  
57	
  

0	
  

10	
  

20	
  

30	
  

40	
  

50	
  

60	
  

70	
  

80	
  

90	
  

Total	
  MDLs	
  Granted	
  

MDLs Granted Over Time 
2000-2012 

4 

Source:	
  United	
  States	
  Judicial	
  Panel	
  on	
  
Mul4district	
  Li4ga4on	
  



MDL Motions by Type of Litigation 
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MDLs Granted by Type 
 2000 to 2012 Source:	
  United	
  States	
  Judicial	
  Panel	
  on	
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MDL PANEL ACTION 

Transferred	
   Denied	
   Totals	
  

Mo4on	
  for	
  
Class	
  Cer4fica4on	
  

No	
   64%	
  (558)	
   36%	
  (312)	
   870	
  

Yes	
   88%	
  (727)	
   12%	
  (102)	
   829	
  

Totals	
   1285	
   414	
  

Motions for MDL Centralization 

8 Data Range 1968-2008 
Source: Division of Research 
Federal Judicial Center 

Motions for Certification as a Class Action 



Most Frequent New MDLs by Type 
  2000-2012 
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 1st MDL by District 
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Current Number of Judges Handling 
 1st MDL by District 

0	
  

1	
  

2	
  

3	
  

4	
  

5	
  

1	
   1	
  

2	
   2	
   2	
   2	
  

5	
  

1	
   1	
   1	
  

3	
  

5th	
  Circuit	
   6th	
  Circuit	
  

Source: United States Judicial 
Panel on Multidistrict Litigation 



0	
  

1	
  

2	
  

3	
  

4	
  

5	
  

2	
  

1	
   1	
   1	
   1	
   1	
  

3	
  

2	
  

4	
  

1	
   1	
   1	
  

2	
  

3	
  

1	
  

7th	
  Circuit	
   8th	
  Circuit	
  
10th	
  Circuit	
  

11th	
  Circuit	
  

Current Number of Judges Handling 
 1st MDL by District 

13 

Source: United States Judicial 
Panel on Multidistrict Litigation 

9th	
  Circuit	
  



0	
  

10	
  

20	
  

30	
  

40	
  

7	
  

1	
  

12	
  

2	
   1	
   2	
  

9	
  

40	
  

1	
  
5	
  

16	
  
15	
  

5	
  
2	
   4	
  

2	
   3	
   5	
  

MDLs	
  Pending	
  by	
  District	
  as	
  of	
  4/24/13	
  

1st	
  Circuit	
  

2nd	
  Circuit	
  

3rd	
  Circuit	
  

4th	
  Circuit	
  

Current MDLs by District  

Source: United States Judicial 
Panel on Multidistrict Litigation 

14 



15 

Current MDLs by District  
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Current MDLs by District  
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  As of 4/24/2013 

 Total Number of MDL Cases   290 

 Total Number Transferee Districts    56 

 Total Number of Transferee Judges  217 

  of which 23 are Chief Judges 
         56 are Senior District Judges 
       138 are U.S. District Judges 
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Employment MDL Motions 
 Made & Granted 
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Products Liability MDL Motions 
 Made & Granted 
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Securities MDL Motions 
 Made & Granted 
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Sales Practices MDL Motions 
 Made & Granted 
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